
Early Years, Childcare
and Education

Entry requirements and 
subject specific skills 

5 Grade 4s GCSEs including English and 
Maths.

This subject works well with
This subject works well with another A 
Level course such as A Level 
Psychology, Sociology or Medical 
Science.

Extra/super curricular activity
• Links and activities with Nurseries
• Visits to Children's activity venues.
• Work experience opportunities
• Norland babysitting course

Recent exam success
This is a new course so there is no 
Exact data but in our previous course 
students achieved 100% success in 2023 -25Study a course which can lead to a career 

where there is a real shortage of qualified Early 
Years professionals and many employment 
opportunities exist.
Develop  a range of transferable skills in the 
process

Future Pathways
This is an exciting opportunity for all students 
interested in a career in this growing area of 
the economy. This course provides a 
springboard into a sector where there are a 
wide variety of pathways to take in both work 
based and academic learning.

You can progress to Norland College and 
become a world famous Norland Nanny!

Why study this subject at Hayesfield?

Do you want to work with young children or in education or 
early years services? The Level 3 BTEC AAQ Extended 
Certificate  in Early Childhood Development will prepare you 
for progress to higher or further education, as well as the 
workplace.

Studying this Level 3 BTEC AAQ in Early Childhood 
Development at Hayesfield also gives you the opportunity to 
visit and experience a range of early years settings.  It will  
assist you to progress to higher education as well as ap 
Advanced Apprenticeship or further degree in subjects such 
as Childhood studies, Psychology, Primary education.

The Level 3 BTEC AAQ Extended certificate is equivalent to 
one A Level.

Course content

In total, you will study four units. 
There are four mandatory units which are:
• Unit 1: Children’s Development
• Unit 2: Keeping Children Safe
• Unit 3: Play and Learning
• Unit 4: Research and Reflective Practice in an Early
Childhood Setting

Assessment

This qualification is assessed using external assessments 
(exams) and internal assessments (coursework). As the 
assessment is split 50/50 between exams and coursework, 
and you are permitted to resit the exams, this qualification is 
ideal for those that find exams challenging.
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