Subject: History

Task Instructions:

Complete ONE of the following essays:

Part A: Russian History:

‘The Church of the Saviour on Spilled Blood was constructed only to commemorate the
martyred Alexander II

How far do you agree with this statement? (16 marks) [SPaG 4 marks]
Or

Part B: British History:

“Prime Minister Clement Attlee’s personality was the main reason why Labour were
defeated in the 1951 election”

How far do you agree with this statement?

(16 marks) [SPaG 4 marks]

The preparation work below is to help you and you do not need to complete every task,
they are suggested guidance tasks.




Useful Resources to help:
Part A: These tasks will help you to complete the Russia essay:

1. You'll first need to learn about the history of Peter the Great and St. Petersburg.
Watch this Crash Course episode on the rise of Russia and Prussia in the 17" -

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBzRaxL djZE &list=PL8dPuual jXtMsMTfmRomkV
QG 8AgrAmJFX&index=18 - century and answer the following questions:

* What did Peter do for the Russian state?
* In what ways did Peter’s admiration for Western Europe change Russia?
* How did the lives of serfs change under the rule of Peter the Great?

Challenge: For the whole history of Russia — watch this EpicHistory -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOWmc8COEqO - documentary.

2. You will need to understand the conflicting ideas in the 19" century about the
development of Russia. This debate is often described as the ‘Divided Soul’ of Russia
and it continues to this day.

* Use this link: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Slavophile to find out what we mean by

slavophile.
* And this link: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Westernizer to do the same for the

term westerniser.

* Tsar Alexander Il was a slavophile, largely due to the influence of his tutor Konstantin
Pobedonotsev. You'll need to read about his influence here:
https://www.thegreatcoursesdaily.com/russian-conservatives

3. You will also need to know about the relationship between Tsar Alexander Il and his father
Alexander Il — they did not see eye-to-eye. The son fell out with the father because of his
very open love affair with his mistress, you can read about it here:
https://smarthistoryblog.com/2016/07/22/katia-the-wife-of-alexander-ii/

4. Alexander Il was a westerniser and hugely influenced by cities like Venice, Amsterdam and
London. Think about whether he would have appreciated the design of the church built
in his honour:

5. The church was built on the exact site where Alexander Il met an untimely end in
March1881. The cobblestones at the heart of the church has supposedly never been
washed and are still coated with the Tsar’s blood. You'll need to understand why




Alexander Il was assassinated — find out here:
https://spartacus-educational.com/RUSpw.htm . An understanding of Karl Marx’ idea of
historical materialism — so watch this Crash Course Sociology video -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gR3igiwaeyc - (great playlist if anyone is also studying
Sociology) and look at this website - https://www.marxist.com/historical
materialism-brooks.htm - will also help to explain why there were revolutionary

movements in Russia in the 19" century.

6. The fact that a church was built on the assassination site tells us a lot about the
importance of the Orthodox Church for the Russian autocracy. This page explains why -
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9gnsbk/revision/3

THE WRITE UP
Now you are ready to write up your enquiry. This is a factors essay question about
the purpose of the Church on Spilled Blood and why it was built/ what it symbolises.
One factor is named in the question to commemorate the martyred Alexander II.
You need to explore two other factors from your research.
You should develop a line of argument throughout your answer. This should be an
overarching idea that compares, contrasts and links your three chosen factors.

Write five paragraphs: Introduction; 3x factor paragraphs (think PEEL);
conclusion. CyacTnuebIn cny4van!




Part B: These tasks will help you to complete the British essay:

1. Clement Attlee was the Prime Minister of Britain between 1945-51. This documentary
will give you a good background knowledge on the type of society Britain was as we
start our course in 1951 and help you complete your project on why Labour lost the
1951 election Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JhSSRHmMNDX8 and
answer the following questions:

-What problems did Britain face post- World War Two?

- Describe Attlee — why is he described as an improbably and unlikely prime minister
by David Reynolds (the narrator and historian)?

-Which new policies did Labour introduce in this period?

-Explain the significance of three key events during Attlee’s premiership (for
example, Korean war, Fuel Crisis 1947)

-Evaluate how successful Attlee was as prime minister, look at strengths and
weaknesses and how he is viewed now.

If you'd like an overview of the period running up to 1951 watch part 1 and 2 of

this https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x600wmx?playlist=x50il9

Extra: Re-cap on the welfare state lecture (If you studied GCSE health and the people-
then you will remember some of this) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r30XDrclgOY

2. You will need to understand the UK’s voting system to analyse the election
results of 1951

Create a one page diagram or poster to explain First Past the Post as an electoral
system.

Use this website: https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/voting-systems/types-of-voting
system/first-past-the-post/ as a starting point (This is a source that would like to see

the voting system reformed so look at other sources as well)

3. Now it is time to consider the question itself: Why did Clement Attlee
(Labour) lose the election in 1951?

Create a mind map of factors on why they lost: for example- personality of leaders (
both Labour and Conservative), economy, social issues, austerity policies,
conservative strengths, labour weakness and electoral system

Use these resources to start and use any of your own online research:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/special/politics97/background/pastelec/ge51.shtml
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2005/apr/04/electionspast.past

https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/on-the-anniversary-of-a-stolen-election-let-195
1s wrong-winner-vote-be-a-lesson-to-us-all/



https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2005/apr/04/electionspast.past

THE WRITE UP

Now you are ready to write up your enquiry. This is a factors essay question about
the main reason for the Labour defeat in the 1951 election One factor is named in
the question —Attlee’s personality. Explain how it did or didn’t cause the
Labour party to lose the 1951 election. You also need to explore two other
factors from your research, these could be: Labour party policies including
austerity ones, the role of the electoral system, appeal of the Conservative party
etc...

You should develop a line of argument throughout your answer. This should be an
over arching idea that compares, contrasts and links your three chosen factors.
Write five paragraphs: Introduction; 3x factor paragraphs (think PEEL); conclusion.

Success criteria:

Complex explanation of stated factor and other 13-16
factor(s) leading to a sustained judgement marks

* Answer demonstrates a range of accurate and detailed
knowledge and understanding that is relevant to the
question
* Answer demonstrates a complex, sustained line of reasoning
which has a sharply-focused coherence and logical structure
that is fully substantiated, with well-judged relevance.

Developed explanation of the stated factor and other 9-12
factor(s) marks

* Answer demonstrates a range of accurate knowledge and
understanding that is relevant to the question
* Answer demonstrates a developed, sustained line of
reasoning which has coherence and logical structure; it
is well substantiated, and with sustained, explicit
relevance.




Simple explanation of stated factor or other factor(s) 5-8
marks

* Answer demonstrates specific knowledge and
understanding that is relevant to the question

* Answer demonstrates a simple, sustained line of reasoning
which is coherent, structured, substantiated and
explicitly relevant.

* Answers arguing a preference for one judgement but with
only basic explanation of another view will be marked at
this level.

SPAG marks

Please note that successful completion of satisfactory transition work is a condition of your
offer of a place.

Please ensure that all work is completed and emailed to the teacher responsible for this
subject by Wednesday 6™ July. Please put your full name and the term transition work in
the subject of the email.

If we have any concerns that your work does not meet the standard expected for the
course, we will contact you by 12" July and will give you a short window to improve it or will
be happy to discuss alternative courses with you.

Textbook(s) to purchase for September:
Russian textbooks:

* Orlando Figes — Revolutionary Russia: 1891-1991
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revolutionary-Russia-1891-1991-Pelican-Introduction/dp/01410436
79

* Chris Corin and Terry Fiehn — Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-level-History-Communist-1855-

1964/dp/1471837807/ref=tmm pap swatch 0?7 encoding=UTF8&gid=1585146356&sr=1-1

Extra challenge: Get hold of a copy of the novel Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky.

* In what way does the book reflect the experiences of ordinary people in Russia in the 19" century? »
Is this a criticism of Russian society?

British textbooks:

* David Dutton, Lucien Jenkins and Richard Kerridge — Making of Modern Britain 1951-2007
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/offer
listing/1107573084/ref=tmm_pap used olp sr?ie=UTF8&condition=used&qid=15855730608&sr=1
ﬁ,

* Michael Lynch — Access to history: Britain 1945- 2007



https://www.amazon.co.uk/Access-History-1945-2007-Michael-Lynch/dp/0340965959 Extra
challenge: Get hold of a copy of A History of Modern Britain by Andrew Marr and read it!



