é Year 11 to 12 Transition Work Music

Task 1: Analysis

CHOPIN PRELUDE No.15 in Db Major, Op.28, “Raindrop”

You should research and study this piece of music in order that you can fully answer
the following question:

Comment on how Chopin uses the following musical elements in Prelude No. 15in D
flat major.

e Melody

e Dynamics

e Texture

e Structure

e Tonality and harmony
e Instrumentation

Remember to use correct musical vocabulary where appropriate.

How to complete this task:

1. Make a table or a chart that lists all of the key points associated with the 6
bulletpointed areas above

2. Find examples from the score of the piece that you can refer to in your answer
(list bar numbers - no need to write out the score)

3. Consider the effect of each of the points you make
4. For extra credit consider the context of the piece:
e What were the conventions of the period
e How did Chopin stay within these conventions?

e How did he break them?

Suggested Resources:

e Score: https://www.mutopiaproject.org/ftp/ChopinFF/028/Chop-28-15/
Chop-28-15-let.pdf

e https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r591f-00cEg

e https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/quides/zsfk87h/revision/1
e https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zd9ck2p/revision/2

e http://www.educationvillage.org.uk/site_assets/files/Chopin%20
Raindrop%?20Prelude%20FULL%20REVISION%20NOTES.pdf
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Task 2: Performing

Prepare a recital of 4 minutes and submit a video of this recital
Consider:

e |f the piece has an accompaniment then you should play it with the
accompaniment. A backing track is fine

e Pieces should be of grade 5 standard or above

e There will be no penalty for playing a longer piece (though try to stick to the
guidance of 4 minutes).

e Please also submit a copy of the music (including the accompaniment where
appropriate).

We will use the GCSE performance assessment criteria to award a mark out of 30

This will be converted to a percentage.

Marking Guidance

Your marks in Task 1 and Task 2 will be converted into a percentage.

Your final mark will be calculated by adding together these percentages and dividing
the answer by two, to give a final mark.

Please turn over to see the mark schemes for tasks 1 and 2.

Hayesfield Girls’ School Year 11 to 12 Transition Work Music Department



Task 1 Mark Scheme

Your mark will be converted into a percentage.

Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
Little relevant information regarding the question and set work(s) is
1-2 conveyed.
Knowledge of the set work(s] key features will be limited and/or
Level 1 Limited incorrectly applied.
analysing and Range of musical vocabulary is limited and/or not used correctly.
evgluating The skills needed to produce effective writing will not normally be
skills present and the answer lacks both clarity and organisation. Frequent
spelling, punctuation and grammar errors will be present.
Some relevant information regarding the question and set work(s] is
3-4 conveyed, but there will be major omissions.
Knowledge of the set work(s) key features will be basic with only the
Basic most obvious of comments made.
Level 2 ! _ . .
analysing and Range of musical vocabulary is basic but mostly used correctly.
evz_aluating The skills needed to produce effective writing are likely to be limited
skills and passages with the answer will lack both clarity and organisation.
Frequent spelling, punctuation and grammar errors will be present.
Relevant information regarding the question and set work(s] is
5-6 conveyed by there will still be some [mostly] minor omissions.
Knowledge of the set work(s) key features will be competent, with an
Level 3 Competent adequate range of knowledge displayed.
analysing and Range of musical vocabulary is quite broad and is mostly used correctly.
evz_aluating Most of the skills needed to produce effective writing will be present
skills but there will be lapses in clarity and organisation. Some spelling,
punctuation and grammar errors will be present.
Relevant infromation regarding the question and set work(s) is
7-8 conveyed and omissions will be minor.
Knowledge of the set work(s) key features will be good, with both range
Level 4 Good and some depth of knowledge displayed.
analysing and Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.
evaluating The skills needed to produce convincing writing are mostly in place.
skills Good clarity and organisation. Some spelling, punctuation and
grammar errors will be found but overall the writing will be coherent.
Relevant information regarding the set work(s) is conveyed and any
omissions are negligible.
9-10 Knowledge of the set work(s) key features will be excellent, with a wide
range and depth of knowledge displayed.
Level 5 Excellent Range of musical vocabulary is extensive and any errors in usage are
analysing and minor.
evgluating All the skills needed to produce convincing writing are in place.
skills Excellent clarity and organisation. Very few spellings, punctuation and/
or grammar errors will be found and they will not detract from the
overall coherence.
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Task 2 Mark Scheme

Grid 1 - Technique

Marks are awarded for the technical control of the instrument,
e coordination between the hands,
e Use of the bow/fingers;
e breath control;

Level Mark Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

e The performance overall demonstrates poor technical control, as heard
in poor coordination, breath control, diction, and/or pedalling.

e The demands of the music are beyond the current ability of the
performer.

Level 1 1-2 e The handling of sonority is poor, as heard in a dull, thin, coarse tone
quality across the range and/or poor intonation throughout and/or poor
use of filters and effects.

o [fthe difficulty of the music performed is pre-difficulty level T the mark
awarded in this grid cannot exceed this level.

e The performance demonstrates limited technical control, as heard in
limited coordination, breath control, diction, and/or pedalling.

e There are a few places where the demands of the music are beyond the
current ability of the performer.

Level 2 3-4 e The handling of sonority is limited, as heard in a dull, thin, coarse tone
quality in places and/or limited intonation in places and/or limited use of
filters and effects.

e [fthe difficulty of the music performed is at difficulty level T the mark
awarded in this grid cannot exceed this level.

e The performance demonstrates basic technical control, as heard in
basic coordination, breath control, diction, and/or pedalling.

e There are one or two moments where the demands of the piece are
beyond the current ability of the performer.

Level 3 5-6 e The handling of sonority is good, as heard in consistently good tone
quality except at the extremities of the pitch range or at moments of
technical difficulty and/or good intonation and/or good use of filters and
effects.

e [fthe difficulty of the music performed is at difficulty level 2 the mark
awarded in this grid cannot exceed this level.

e The performance demonstrates convincing technical control, as heard in
convincing coordination, breath control, diction, and/or pedalling.

e The demands of the music are within the ability of the performer.

Level 4 7-8 e The handling of sonority is convincing, as heard in very good tone quality
across the pitch range (satisfying, interesting and even as the music
demands), including, where appropriate, very good and sensitive tonal
contrast throughout and/or very good intonation and/or very good use of
filters and effects.

Please turn over to see Grid 2 of the mark scheme.
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Grid 2 - Expression and Interpretation

Marks are awarded communicating a musically convincing performance, including:
e use of dynamics;
e use of articulation;
e shaping and phrasing.

Level Mark Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

e |nappropriate or inconsistent tempo throughout.

e Little or no appropriate dynamic contrast, and little or no attention given
Level 1 1-2 to phrasing and articulation.

e The performance communicates poorly.

* |n ensemble performances there is little awareness of balance.

e An unsuitable or inconsistent tempo in places.

e Limited use of dynamics, phrasing and articulation to shape the
Level 2 3-4 performance.

e The performance struggles to communicate and may sound mechanical.

* Inensemble performances there is occasional awareness of balance.

e The use of tempo is usually appropriate and consistent

e Some use of dynamics, phrasing and articulation to shape the
performance, but several opportunities, notated or otherwise, are

Level 3 5-6 missed

e The performance demonstrates some involvement with the music.

e |n ensemble performances there is a good awareness of balance
throughout.

e The use of tempo is appropriate and consistent throughout.

e Appropriate use of dynamics, phrasing and articulation to shape the
performance.

Level 4 7-8 e The performance communicates very well, with no more than one or two
less successful moments.

e In ensemble performances there is excellent awareness of balance
throughout.

Please turn over to see Grid 3 of the mark scheme.
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Grid 3 - Fluence and Accuracy
Marks are awarded in this grid for how fluently and accurately you perform.

Level Mark Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

e The performance has several noticeable/obtrusive errors in pitch and/or
rhythm that impact on its success overall.

e Coherence and fluency are frequently compromised by breakdowns and/
or omissions.

Level 1 1-2 e Improvised performances demonstrate little accuracy when performing
the stimulus and little development of this material. The improvisation
will lack coherence and contrast.

e |n ensemble performances there is evidence of difficulty in reacting and
adjusting to other parts.

e The performance has noticeable/obtrusive errors or omissions in pitch
and/or rhythm, that have little or no impact on its success overall.

e There are moments where coherence is lost, with some hesitation
and/or omission, but the performance is still reasonably fluent for the

majority of piece.
Level 2 3-4 )
e Improvised performances demonstrate some accuracy when

performing the stimulus, with limited development of the stimulus. The
improvisation sounds repetitive, predictable and/or formulaic.

¢ In ensemble performances there is occasional difficulty in reacting and
adjusting to other parts.

e The performance has no more than one or two noticeable/ obtrusive
errors or omissions in pitch and/or rhythm, that have minimal impact on
its success overall.

e The performance is mostly coherent and fluent despite the occasional
hesitation and/or omission.

Level 3 5-6 e Improvised performances demonstrate a mostly accurate performance
and show some development of the stimulus. The improvisation
attempts to create variety but may rely heavily on repetition, and be
predictable and/or formulaic in places.

e In ensemble performances there is generally good reaction and, where
appropriate, adjustment to other parts.

e The performance is largely accurate with no more than one or two
minor errors in pitch and/or rhythm. These errors have no impact on its
success overall.

e The performance is coherent and fluent despite the occasional slight

hesitation and/or omission
Level 4 7-8 )
e Improvised performances demonstrate an accurate performance of the

stimulus, and produce an interesting realisation of the stimulus. The
improvisation is coherent, well balanced and effective throughout.

e |n ensemble performances a consistently responsive reaction, and
where appropriate, adjustment to other parts is evident.
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